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and the conception of Islam involves a question of emphasis
and a question of omission.1   First, then, for the emphasis.
In striking contrast to the main trend of its teaching the Old
Testament contains a few passages in regard to God in which
predestination appears to shade into fatalism.   Among these
are the oft-repeated phrases in Exodus:  "I will harden
Pharaoh's heart/5 "The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart/'
which alternate with the expression:  "And Pharaoh har-
dened his heart."    Saint Paul echoes this doctrine in his
letter to the Romans: "Therefore he hath mercy on whom
he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth." 2
Similar passages, however, are very much more frequent
in the Koran.   Whereas in the Bible they are exceptional,
in the Koran they are fundamental.    They cast a dark
shadow over many of its pages.    Over and over again oc-
curs the terrible expression:  "God leads astray/3    Many
passages are unqualified.    "He whom God leads astray
there is no guide for him!   He leaves them in their rebel-
lion blindly wandering on."3   " But whomsoever God doth
lead astray thou shalt not find for him a way." 4   "But he
whom God wishes to mislead thou canst do'nothing with
God for him:  these are those whose heart he wishes not
to purify, for them in this world is disgrace, and for them in
the next is mighty woe." 5   With this class of passages belong
the following: "It is not for any person to believe save by
the permission of God: lie puts horror on those who have
no sense/'6   "We have created for hell many of the jinn
and of mankind, etc."7   But as we may balance one bibli-
cal teaching by another, even more, in dealing with the
Koran, the work of a single individual, may we permit it
to interpret itself.    For such noxious passages as those just
quoted the Koran itself at least suggests an antidote.    Over
lThe Koran recognizes the inspiration of the Zabur' (the Psalms)
and of the Taurat' (the Law), as well as of the Injll' (the Gospel),
though the Moslems hold that the text of the two latter has been cor-
rupted. There appears to be but one direct quotation from the Bible
in the Koran, and that is from Psalm 37:39.
2 Romans 9 :18.	3 Surah VII, 185.	«IV 142
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